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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1, 4 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. As per Claim 1. the recitation of the word "operatively connected" is vague and 
indefinite. It is unclear to the Office what the Applicant means by operatively. Appropriate 
correction is required in the indicated claim and any subsequent recitations, 

4. Claim 4 recites the limitation "rate determination" in line 2 of claim 4. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

5. As per Claim 19 . the recitation of the phrase "the incentive is a penalty" is vague and 
indefinite. It is unclear to the Office what the Applicant means by incentive. Appropriate 
correction is required in the indicated claim and any subsequent recitations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, niore than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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7. Claims 1, 10 and 14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bams-Slavin et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,995,950. 

As per Claims 1 and 10. Bams-Slavin et al. disclose a mailing machine comprising: 

- a processor (Col. 2, lines 20-47); 

- a first memory portion operatively connected to the processor for storing a primary 
rate database (Col. 2, lines 20-47); 

- a second memory portion operatively connected to the processor for storing 
temporary rate data (Col. 3, lines 45-49); 

- a third memory portion operatively connected to the processor for storing rating 
instruction data (Col. 2, lines 20-47); and 

- wherein the processor determines a rate applicability determination using the rating 
instruction data, the primary rate database and the temporary data 

(Col. 2, lines 20-47). 

As per Claim 14 , Bams-Slavin et al. disclose a mailing machine comprising: 

- obtaining rating instmction data (Col. 2, lines 20-47); 

- obtaining usage data (Col. 2, lines 7-10); and 

- processing the rating instruction data and usage data to determine a rate determination 
(Col. 2, lines 20-47). 
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As per Claim 15, Bams-Slavin et al. disclose a mailing machine comprising: 

- obtaining primary rate data (Col. 2, lines 20-47); 

- processing the primary rate data to determine a rate applicability determination 
(Col. 2, lines 20-47). 

As per Claim 16 and 19 , Bams-Siavin et al. disclose a mailing machine comprising: 

- obtaining customer usage and customer data (Col. 2, lines 7-10; Col. 4, lines 48-50); 

- determining whether an incentive is desired (Col. 4, lines 19-25); 

- determining whether a customer is eligible for an incentive (Col. 2, lines 20-47); 

- offering the customer an incentive (Col. 3, lines 37-44); 

- obtaining incentive related usage data (Col. 2, lines 7-10); and 

- analyzing the incentive related usage data to determine effectivity, determining 
whether to modify the incentive (Col. 2, lines 20-47). 

As per Claim 17 , Bams-Slavin et al. disclose a mailing machine comprising: 

- the customer usage data is obtained from a mailing machine (Col. 2, lines 7-10). 



As per Claim 18, Bams-Slavin et al. further discloses a mailing machine wherein: 
- the incentive is a time based discount for at least one particular class of mail 
(Col. 2, lines 7-10). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2-5, 8-9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bams-Slavin et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,995,950. 

As per Claims 2 and 11 , Bams-Slavin et ai further discloses a mailing machine 
comprising: 

- wherein the processor determines a rate determination using the rating instruction 
data and usage data and determines a rate applicability determination using the rate 
determination and the primary rate database (Col. 2, lines 20-47). 
Bams-Slavin et al. fails to explicitly disclose a fourth memory portion operatively connected to 
the processor for storing usage data. Howeyer, Baras-Slavin et al. disclose discounts being 
allowed only after a certain amount of items have been shipped (Col. 2, lines 7-10). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include storing the usage data within a 
memory, because it provides an easily implemented and flexible system for determining 
discounted shipping charges for users. 
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As per Claim 3, Bams-Slavin et al further discloses a mailing machine comprising: 

- wherein the processor determines a rate applicability determination further using the 
temporary rate database. 

Bams-Slavin et al. fails to disclose a temporary rate data comprises a temporary rate database 
having expiration data. However, Bams-Slavin et al. discloses replaceable memory so that rate 
data may be updated from time to time (Col. 3, lines 45-49). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to modify the 
mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include a temporary rate database having expiration 
data, because it greatly improves the system by providing the system with more accurate rate 
data to determine the discount for the user. 

As per Claim 4, Bams-Slavin et al. fails to explicitly disclose wherein: 

- a portion of the rate determination is received from an extemal processor and stored 
in the temporary rate database. 

However, Bams-Slavin et al. discloses a temporary rate database, which may be updated by 
downloading (from an extemal processor) to writeable memory (Col. 3, lines 45-49). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention 
to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include a portion of the rate 
determination data being received by an extemal processor, because it greatly improves the 
system by providing the system with more accurate rate data to determine the discount for the 
user. 
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As per Claim 5, Bams-Slavin et al. fails to explicitly disclose wherein: 

- a fifth memory portion operatively connected to the processor for storing customer 
data. 

However, Bams-Slavin et al. discloses inputting customer information into the system (Col. 4, 
lines 48-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include storing 
the customer data in a memory, because it provides an easily implemented and flexible system 
for determining discounted shipping charges for users. 

As per Claim 8, Bams-Slavin et al. further discloses wherein: 

- the temporary rate data is cleared periodically (Col. 3, lines 45-49). 

As per Claim 9 . Bams-Slavin et al. further fails to disclose a mailing machine wherein: 

- the period for clearing the temporary rate data is every 24 hours. 

However, Bams-Slavin et al. discloses wherein the temporary rate data is updated from time to 
time (Col. 3, lines 45-49). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of applicant's invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and 
include updating the temporary rate data from time to time, because it greatly improves the 
system by providing the system with more accurate rate data to determine the discount for the 
user. 
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10. Claims 12-13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bams-Slavin et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,995,950 in view of Sansone et al., U.S. Patent No. 
5,072,401 

As per Claim 12, Bams-Slavin et al. further discloses a mailing machine comprising: 

- receiving customer data for a plurality of customers (Col. 3, lines 48-50); 

- creating a temporary rate database (Col. 3, lines 45-49); 

- sending the temporary rate database to the mailing machine (Col. 3, lines 45-49). 
Bams-Slavin et al. fails to explicitly disclose receiving customer data for a plurality of 
customers. However, Bams-Slavin e al. discloses receiving usage data of a customer (Col, 2, 
lines 7-10). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include 
receiving usage data from a plurality of customers, because it provides an easily implemented 
and flexible system for determining discounted shipping charges for users. 

Bams-Slavin et al. fails to disclose: 

- obtaining logistics data for a mailing logistics system (Col. 3, lines 50-65); 

- determining desired volume changes by class (Col. 3, lines 50-65); 

- targeting at least one customer having a mailing machine for a discount in the class 
(Col. 16, lines 3-6). 

However, Sansone et al. teaches a mailing system which obtains logistics data for a mailing 
logistics system, determines the volume changes of batch mail, and determines which mailers to 
provide a discount to (Col. 3, lines 50-65; Col. 16, lines 3-6). Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to modify the 
mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include obtaining logistics data, determining volume 
changes by class, and targeting customers of that class for a discount as taught by Sansone et al., 
because it greatly improves the system by enabling a more efficient and effective use of the 
facilities of the post office. 



As per Claim 13, Bams-Slavin et al. fails to disclose a mailing machine comprising: 
- receiving data relating to customer usage of the discount; and determining whether to 
adjust the discount. 

However, Sansone et al. teaches a data center which stores usage data of the mailers and 
determines whether the mailers qualify for extra discounts based on their use of previous 
discounts (Col. 4, lines 25-43). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of applicant's invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. 
and include determining whether to adjust the users discounts based on their usage of the 
discounts as taught by Sansone et al., because it greatly improves the system by providing the 
users with greater discounts they would not ordinarily be available to them. 
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As per Claim 20. Bams-Slavin et al. further discloses a mailing machine wherein: 
- determining whether an incentive is desired includes, analyzing historical usage data 
(Col. 2, lines 7-10; Col. 4, lines 19-25). 
Bams-Slavin et al. fails to explicitly disclose analyzing partial period usage data. However, 
Bams-Slavin et al. discloses analyzing usage data (Col. 2, lines 7-10). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to modify the 
mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include analyzing partial period usage data, because it 
greatly improves the efficiency of the system by providing the system with more accurate rate 
data to determine the discount for the user. 

Bams-Slavin et al. fails to disclose forecasting capacity demands and targeting at least 
one customer likely to require the applicable mailing services to be discounted. However, 
Sansbne et al. teaches using logistics planning in order to ensure timely delivery of mailings, and 
also targets mailers with common usage patterns (Col. 3, lines 50-65; Col. 16, lines 3-6). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include forecasting capacity 
demands and targeting customers with common usage patterns as taught by Sansone et al., 
because it greatly improves the system by enabling a more efficient and effective use of the 
facilities of the post office. 
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1 1 . Claims 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bams-Slavin 
et al, U.S. Patent No. 5,995,950 in view of Huxter, Pub. No. US2002/0 107820 Al. 

As per Claims 6-7, Bams-Slavin et al. fails to disclose a mailing machine comprising: 
- at least a portion of the customer data is obtained utilizing a cookie, and at least a 

portion of the rate determination is received from an external processor that received 

the cookie. 

However, Huxter teaches using cookies to obtain user information (Paras. 180 and 183). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to modify the mailing machine of Bams-Slavin et al. and include cookies to obtain 
customer data as taught by Huxter, because it greatly improves the convenience of the system by 
providing the user with convenience and a system that is user-friendly. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims below for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific 
limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is 
respectfully requested that the applicant, in preparing the responses, fully consider the references 
in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fadey S. Jabr whose telephone number is (571) 272-1516. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri. 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571) 272-6708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Fadey S Jabr 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3639 
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